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better to be eaten by his own father than by anyone
else,
A day was appointed for the feast to come off,
and the people built small huts in the town, where
all might sit and see the operation. But the king
refused to sit in one of these huts, preferring to eat
his son in the open air. Then when the people had
collected, they laid green cocoa-nut leaves on the
ground, on which to cut up the boy, but he begged to
be cut up on a mat and not on a green leaf. And
all the time Sheun, his sister, stood by weeping and
begging that she might share his fate. But her
brother said, " No; I alone will die."
Then they cut him in pieces and placed the heart
before the king, and Sheun stood by beating off the
flies with a fan. Then the mother said to her
daughter, "When I give you the signal, throw the
heart at the king and run to me/7 All this time the
mother had been busy; she had filled an old canoe
with water and had also baked some food. At the
given signal the daughter threw the heart at the
king and ran to her mother. The mother took up
the heart and put it into the canoe full of water,
and as she put it in she said to it, " When I turn
round, you turn round." And as she spoke she
turned round, and the heart turned also, and be-
came covered with flesh. She addressed it again
in the same words, and as she turned round so the
heart turned, until it became a whole body and
finally sat up in the canoe.
Then the mother made her son eat the food she
had baked, and they went away.
They came to the mother's original home, and
there they built a large canoe, and sailed to another
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